350. SPEECH AT FAREWELL MEETING1

DURBAN,
July 8, 1914

Mr. Gandhi, in returning thanks, first explained why he appeared in the
mourning costume which he had been wearing since the time of the strike,2 He
hoped they would forgive him for appearing in that strange costume, which he
had adopted on his premature discharge from prison, as a sign of mourning,
That mourning had gone, yet he retained the costume, and as the alter-
native was for him to wear evening dress, he felt that, in the mental attitude
which possessed him at that moment, he could not render a greater respect
for them than in appearing as he did. {Cheers.} Referring to the addresses which
had been presented to him, he said that, while he valued them, he valued more
the love and sympathy which the addresses had expressed. He did not know
that he would be able to make adequate compensation. He did not deserve
all the praise bestowed upon him. Nor did his wife claiV to deserve all that
had been said of her. Many an Indian woman had done greater service during
the struggle than Mrs. Gandhi. He thanked the community on behalf of
Mr* Kallenbach, who was another brother to him, for the addresses presented.
The community had done well in recognizing Mr. Kallenbach's worth.
Mr. Kallenbach would tdl them that he came to the struggle to gain. He consi-
dered that, by taking up their cause, he gained a great deal in the truest sense,
Mr. Kallenbach had done splendid work during the strike at Newcastle and,
when the time came, he cheerfully went to prison, again thinking that he was
the gainer and not the loser. Proceeding, Mr. Gandhi referred to the time
of his arrival in 1897 when his friend Mr, Laughton had stood by him
against the mob.3 He also remembered with gratefulness the action of

1 A large and enthusiastic meeting of Indians, attended by a number of
Europeans, was held in the Town Hall to bid farewell to Gandhijij Kastarba
and Kallenbach on the eve of their departure for England fit rente to  India.
W. Holmes, the Mayor, presided. Gandhiji and Ba were garlanded and presen-
ted with bouquets. Kallenbach could not attend and a telegram from him ex-
pressing thanks was read at the meeting. Addresses on behalf of a number of
organizations all over South Africa were read. Indian and European admirers
of Gandhiji paid him glowing tributes. Gandhiji then addressed the meeting.
This report of Gandhiji's speech has been collated with the oae appearing ia
The JVatof Afosar?, 9-7-1914*

2  Ths Natal Merctvy reported: "Mr, Gandhi who appeared in Hbdu mourn-
ing costume, and was received with prolonged cheering, began with a refer-
ence to the object of his appearing in the dress he wore that night"

3  Vide Vol. II, p. 166.